Johnson Exhorts Nation 
| to Shun Way of Violence 



By JERRY T. BAULCH 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Johnson calling on the na- 
tion to “put an end to violence 
—and to the preaching of vio- 
lence,” named a special com- 
mission Wednesday night to 
search for ways to “eliminate 
the cause of these abberations.” 
The President went on radio 
and television to declare he was 
“shocked and dismayed” by the 
critical wounding of Sen. Robert 
|F. Kennedy in Los Angeles. He 
'said he is “as deeply disturbed 
as you are by lawlessness and 
violence in our country— of 
which this tragedy is the latest 
I spectacular example.” 

He said 200 million Amer- 
icans did not strike Kennedy 
any more than they struck 
down President John F. Ken- 
nedy in 1963 or Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in April, “but 
those awful events gave us 
ample warning.” 

“In a climate of extremism, 
(or disrespect for law, or con- 
j tempt for the rights of others, 

| violence may bring down the 
jvery best among us,” Johnson ■ 
;said. 



“And a nation that tolerates 
• violence in any form cannot ex- 
pect to be able to confine it to 
minor outbursts.” 

Johnson said, “We cannot, we 
must not tolerate the sway of vi- 
olent men among us. We must 
not permit men filled with 
hatred, and careless of innocent 
lives, to dominate our streets 
and fill our homes with fear. 

“We cannot sanction the ap- 
peals of violence no matter 
what Its cause, no matter what 
the grievance from which it 
springs. 

“There is never— never— any 
justification for violence that 
tears at the fabric of our nation- 
al life: That inspires such fear 
in peaceful citizens that they 
arm themselves with deadly 
weapons; that sets citizen 
against citizen or group against 
| group,” the President went on. 

“A great nation can guaran- 
tee freedom for its people, and 
the hope of progressive change 
only under the rule of law,” 
he said. 

“Let us— for God’s sake— re- 
solve to live under the law. Let 



Cont. in Sec. 1, Page 10, Col. 4 




SHUN VIOLENCE 
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US put an end to violence— and J 
I to tile preaching of violence.” 

I J °huson said he is naming the; 
['special commission to “look into 
| the causes, the occurence and 
i the. control of physical violence 
across the nation — from assassi- 
nation motivated by prejudice, 
ideology, politics and insanity— 
to violence on our city streets 
and even in our homes.” 

The commission, he said, j 
will consist of Dr. Milton i 
Eisenhower, brother of former 
President Dwight D. Eisen- ■ 
hower; Sen. Philip A. Hart 
P - Mich.; Sen. Roman L. 
Hruska, R-Neb.; Rep. Hale 

I m 0 ®?!!? Hep. William 

I M - McCulloch, R-Ohio; R 0 - 
I man Catholic Archbishop Ter- 
; ence J. Cook of New York- 
! longshoreman -philos pher 
; Eric Hoffer of Los Angeles; 

J former Ambassador Patricia 
j Roberts-Harris; Judge Leon 
j Higginbotham and William E. I 
j Jenner or., a Chicago lawyer, i 
; i_In naming the commission ! 
.[Johnson said it will try to find! 
.[out: | 

.! “What in the nature of our! 
[people- and the environment of I 
jour society makes possible such 
jjmurder and violence? 

J “How does it happen? 

I What can be done to prevent I 
assassination to protect public I 
(figures? v 

‘I “What can be done to elimi- 
jnate the oasic causes of these I ! 
-[abberations?” 

J Johnson said “supported by I ! 
j suggestions and recommenda- I i 
tions of criminologists, sociolo- 
i (gists and psychologists— ail of! 
jour medical and social sciences 
2;-we hope to learn why we in- 
r ; mct such suffering on ourselves j 

Istopit ” h ° pe and pray ~ how to l 
sj In referring to the Kennedy! 

; (assassination attempt, Johnson 
( again urged Congress to pass! 
j (his gun control proposal. He! 

, J said it would not end violence 1 
,ibut would cut it down. ! 




